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Introduction

In the present study, we aimed to develop a new
approach to deliver Polyethylenimine (PEI)/DNA
polyplexes containing lentiviral plasmid to DRG neurons
via spinal nerve injection and examined

(1) the efficiency of transfection

(2) the expression of the transfected gene in DRG
neurons of different phenotypes

(3) the specificity and safety of such an approach
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(1) The IFAA Executive Committee wishes to continue to grow its initiatives, but
with the current level of annual dues, is unable to expand its ventures.
Currently our income barely meets the expenditure and certainly does not
allow us to support the kind afitiatives mentioned below. The Executive has
thus for some time now been debating an increase in annual dues from member
associations. This message is to provide you with background to explain the
proposed change and to seek your support for an incnreake annual dues.
While decisions regarding the annual dues are not a Constitutional issue, a
simple majority is required from the General Assembly ad referendum.

(2) IFAA membership dues have not increased since prior to the XIV IFAA
Congress in 1994 whictook place in Lisbon, Portugal. However, costs and
inflation have continued to rise at an alarming rate. Below please find a graph
depicting the 80% cumulative inflation over the past 30 odd years.

(3) The IFAA runs on an exceptionally tight budget each y#er,present total
annual dues revenue being $7,630 per annum, based on a dues rate structur
established in 1994. Annual dues have been utilized as contributions towards
the funding of IFAA Congresses, registration grants at IFAA Congresses for
emergent amomists and maintenance of the IFAA website. If our dues rate
structure had maintained pace with inflation, our annual dues revenue would
currently be $13,734. Our existing annual revenue allows for little expansion of
activities or support for new initi@es. Along with other potential income
generating mechanisms and plans for operating cost reduction, an increase in
IFAA membership dues is thus being proposed to our membership.

(4) Many of the existing IFAA Programmes (FIPs), Committees (FICs) and theg€alf
Representatives require funding to expand activities to support the global anatomical
communi ty. Whil e the Presidentds Emer
functioned on donations, our initiative of supporting a small number of emergent
anatomsts from underesourced countries to attend Congresses requires financial
support. In addition, the continued promotion of IFAA communications and activities
such as the IFAA website and IFAA conferences is imperative. The IFAA website

31
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requires an immedia upgrade and modernization in order to accommodate webinars
and lectures which have been proposed by the FIPs and FICs. For example, a Zoom
webinar license costs in the region of $11,400 alone. We have received requests
totalling approximately $17,000dm the various programmes and committees for
them to undertake their work and these will be moderated by the IFAA Executive
Committee. We have also instituted some cost saving measures within the IFAA such
as a move of the IFAA bank account in order taupedcosts. While we are looking

for external funding or support to defray costs, we also need to raise funds from our
member associations. Please note that officers of the IFAA do not receive
remuneration nor expenses, thus ensuring that all the moneyecgoes to funding
anatomical initiatives.

$1 in 1994, adjusted for inflation

Table 1: Proposed changes to IFAA membership dues:

Number of Present Proposed Additional Present Proposed
members dues dues revenue cost/ cost/
(Number of member member
societies)
Small
1-50 (19) $50 $50 $0 $1 $1
51-100 (12) $80 $120 $480 $0.8 $1.2
Medium
101-250 (6) $120 $240 $720 80.5 $1
251-500 (12) | $150 $300 $1800 $0.3 $0.6
Large
501-750 (4) $400 $800 $1600 $0.5 $1
751-1000 (0) | $500 $1000 $0 $0.5 $1
1001-2000 $700 $1400 $0 $0.4 $0.7
()
>2001 (2) $800 $1600 $1600 <504 <50.8
Total $7630 $13830 $6200

A ~ " September 30th, 2024 Oy x v |

D IFAAo 4 pMa e ]
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ARTOS 0

Get Quality Serial Sections for Array Tomography Fast

ARTOS 3D ULTRAMICROTOME

> Ultramicrotome for automated serial sectioning used for subsequent 3D reconstruction
> Automatically creates and collects hundreds of consistent, ultrathin serial-section ribbons

> Sorts and positions a higher density of wrinkle-free ribbons, ready for optimized SEM analysis

Perserves section quality due to integrated direct sample transfer
> The small size of a section carrier fits to every SEM chamber and is also an ideal solution for

correlative light and electron microscopy (CLEM)
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Web: www. unionoptical. com. tw www.leica-microsystems.com
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